
Ԑ
WoodBlock Water -colour Printing 

of Duo Yun Xuan

ᴇ

Catalog and Descriptions



Contents

History of Woodblock Water -colour

Printing Technique

Ԑ
Three-step Woodblock Water -colour

Printing Technique of Duo Yun Xuan

ᵬ
Works printed on golden paper

ᵬ
Works printed on silk

ᵬ
Works printed on paper



History of 

Woodblock Water -colour Printing Technique



Ԑ

Woodblock Water -colour Printing Technique 

of Duo Yun Xuan

ᴰ └ ӄ ׆̆ ᴰԍҕ ף
Ӝ ̂Ὲᾝ868 ̃ ┘ ȇ ↨ Ȉ ̆

┘ Ȃ ᾝ̆⌠ԅ ₮ ԅ
ľ Ŀȁľ Ŀ ̆ ҉ ԅ
Ȃ

ׂ Ҭ ̆ Ҍ ץ ̆ ҹѿ
ԅ ȁ ┴ ┘ Ῥ⇔ Ȃ ΐ ף №
┘ Ҍ ⌠ ׆̆

̆ ⌠₃ Ӱ Ȃ

Muban Shuiyin (Woodblock Water -colour Printing) is a time -

honoured Chinese engraving art that has no parallel 

throughout the world. The illustration of the Diamond Sutra 

printed in 868 AD, had already shown high level of 

monochromic painting by this method.

By the end of Ming Dynasty, complex skills like douban

(colour process) and gonghua (embossing) had been created, 

which reflected the great technical progress.

Today, woodblock water -colour printing has become a kind of 

recreative art that combines painting, engraving and printing. 

This technique is able to achieve effects unattainable by 

modern screen or ink -printing process. Because of this, it gets 

the ability of reproducing paintings so accurately that is 

hardly distinguishable from the original paintings.
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Founded in 1900, Shanghai Duo Yun Xuan has been engaged 

in woodblock water -colour printing for over a hundred years. 

It has covered a long stretch, from the beginning of only 

printing letter paper till now reproducing huge historical 

paintings on both silk and paper, and in both gongbi (refined 

description) and xieyi (writing mind), which are the two main 

skills of traditional Chinese painting. Luoxuan Biangu Jianpu

(Revised Form of Ancient Writing Paper Made by Luoxuan ) in 

Ming Dynasty, which Duo Yun Xuan reproduced in 1981, is a 

masterpiece of Chinese ancient graphic art. Another precious 

printing Duo Yun Xuan reproduced is Shizhuzhai Shuhuapu

by Hu Zhengyan in Ming Dynasty. It includes eight sections 

covering bamboo, stones, floral, birds, plums, fruits, botanical, 

and calligraphic drawing samples. Each sample painting 

matches a poem as illustration. There are 356 pairs in total. 

Due to its complexity and high artistic details, it had won the 

top prize of Leipzig International Book Exhibition in 1989. 

Throughout time, Duo Yun Xuan has developed its own 

techniques on woodblock water -colour printing. The accuracy 

of its reproductions and resemblance to original works are 

truly astonishing.



Time Line of the Development of 

Woodblock Water -colour Printing Technique

Tang Dynasty 
(618-907) 

The Diamond 
Sutra later found 
at Dun Huang has 
shown the 
technique was 
existed. Not only 
words but 
illustration 
paintings are all 
made of woodblock 
printing technique 
in 868 A.D.

Song 
Dynasty 
(960-1279)

The invention 
of movable-
type printing 
technique by 
Sheng Bi in 
1041 has a 
significant 
influence over 
the 
development 
of woodblock 
printing. 
Offset 
printing 
technique 
was then 
invented.

Ming 
Dynasty 
(1368-1644)

In Ming China, 
it is a golden 
time for 
woodblock 
printing 
technique. 
Many new 
skills have 
been invented. 
Also, the same 
tools and 
procedures we 
are still using 
in modern 
days. At this 
time, multi -
colour offset 
printing 
technique is 
widely used.

Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1912)

Due to the 
Qing conquest 
and later the 
import of 
European 
printing 
technology, 
woodblock 
printing 
technique was 
almost come to 
its ending. 
Thanks to the 
traditional 
habit of using 
brush pens, 
woodblock 
printing 
technique was 
only used to 
produce letter 
papers.

Republic of 
China (1912 -
1949)

In 1930s, 
Chinese author 
Xun Lu and his 
colleague 
Zhenduo Zheng 
started a 
conservation 
project to 
protect this 
ancient 
technique 
including 
restoring 
Albums of 
Sketches by Shi 
Zhu Zhai and 
Collections of 
Printing 
Patterns 
Evolved from 
Old Times by 
Xuan Luo. 

1950s and 1960s

After 1949, 
woodblock printing 
technique has been 
used to copy 
national treasure 
level paintings to 
sell overseas in 
exchange of dollars 
to support the 
reconstructing of 
the country after 
the war. Rong Bao 
Zhai in Beijing and 
Duo Yun Xuan in 
Shanghai have 
been granted the 
permission to 
conduct the project. 
It is this time, 
Woodblock Water -
colour Printing 
technique becomes 
an official name 
and credited as a 
national intangible 
cultural heritage.
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Drawing/Tracing

According to the original painting, engravers 
use brush pen to trace its lines. After 
delineating the whole painting, engravers will 
design how the shape and content of different 
woodblock and the number of woodblock.



┴

┴ ҉̆ ₴ΐ
₴ ̆ ̆┴₮ ̆└

ľ Ŀ ľ Ŀ Ȃ

Carving

By using different knives, engravers carve 
out lines drew by previous step engravers.
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Printing

Applying ink and colours made of mineral materials 
on different woodblocks, engravers will press gently 
with tools made of dried palm tree leave on papers 
or silk. By adding colours into lines, a reproduction 
is composed.
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By using 66 woodblocks to compose one engraving that 

almost captures all the details of a painting from Song 

Dynasty (960 -1279 A.D.). This is Duo Yun Xuan 

Woodblock Water -colour Printing technique. Normally, 

one set of woodblocks can only print 60 to 80 copies.
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All woodblocks are made of pear trees. Pear trees have 

the perfect ability to absorb water so that Chinese 

paintings can easily stay on it. Also, pear trees are soft 

enough for carving very delicate lines and hard enough 

for printing.
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